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17th July 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming all the pupils back into school in September and have been 
working hard on plans to facilitate this, following new guidance to ensure it is safe.  You will read about our 
plans to help children settle back to school in the newsletter, and will have spoken to the new class teacher, 
who will help with specific details for your child. 

This letter explains some general information about the return to school which is relevant to all pupils. 

Please be reassured that safety remains our first priority and we have processes in place to reduce the risk of 
coronavirus transmission to others. These include the use of PPE and enhanced hygiene procedures. We will 
respond immediately in the event of a confirmed case of COVID 19 within our school community. This is 
essential so that that we can contain the spread of the virus. This may mean that we need to send pupils home 
to self-isolate or close parts of the school for a deep clean. The risk assessment is available on the website 
which explains these measures further. 

IMPORTANT COVID SECURE MEASURES 

We will need you to help to keep our school community safe by keeping your child at home if they are unwell. 

Please inform school immediately of your child’s absence and give details of their symptoms by ringing the 
school office or leaving a message on the answering machine. Please do not send a message through your 
child’s passenger assistant as we will need adequate notice to assess the situation and prepare next steps. 

If your child does not have symptoms of COVID 19 virus, the appropriate protocol will be followed eg your 
child will need to be absent for 48 hours after being sick. 

If you or your child has symptoms of COVID 19 virus, you will need to have a coronavirus test. This test can be 
booked through your GP. If you have any problems booking a test, please contact school.  

The symptoms of coronavirus are:- 

x Dry cough 
x High temperature 
x Loss of taste and smell  
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Please inform school immediately of the results of the test.  If you receive the results at the weekend, you 
can do this through the contact page on the website. 

If the test is negative, your child can return to school. 

If the test is positive, your child and all family members will need to stay at home for 7 days. You will be asked 
to provide details of people that you or your child have been in contact with by the NHS Test and Trace. 

If you or your child have been in close contact with someone with coronavirus symptoms or has tested 
positive for coronavirus, then you must self-isolate for 14 days. You may be asked to do so by a contact tracer. 

 

 

 

 

The School Environment 

School will look a little different to pupils upon their return to school as we have removed soft furnishings and 
cleared the corridors as much as possible. This is so the environment is easy to clean and spacious to allow for 
social distancing.  

It is not possible for staff and pupils to be socially distant as the children and young people need full support 
and supervision. We aim to ensure that pupils are socially distant from each other and that all pupils are 
supported to wash their hands regularly. 

The School for Autism and School for SEND will operate as individual ‘bubbles’ which means that staff and 
pupils will not move between the two buildings.  

Pupils will not meet in large groups for example; assemblies or choirs. Break times will be staggered for some 
pupils. 

 

 

 

It is very important that we can contact you if your child is unwell or in the event of changing 
circumstances within school. Please ensure that your contact details are up to date and that you 
are able to collect your child promptly from school if requested to do so.  
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Communication between home and school 

All communication between home and school will be via email, virtual meetings, telephone and through the 
Evidence for Learning App.   

For the time being there will be no face to face meetings in school and we will no longer use home/ school 
diaries.  You will receive more information about this at the start of term. 

Communication between home and school will remain a key element in ensuring learning strategies are 
effective. We continue to encourage communication to ensure a consistent approach to your child’s learning. 

School dinners 

School dinners will be prepared and cooked in school. Pupils will eat in their own classrooms so that they are 
not mixing with large numbers of other people. They will be supported at lunchtime with staff from their own 
class. If your child’s dietary requirements have changed, please inform school. 

Pupils may bring packed lunches if they wish. 

Educational Visits 

We hope that some educational visits will go ahead in the Autumn Term as these are an essential part of our 
curriculum. It is important for pupils to access outdoor learning opportunities which will benefit their physical 
and mental health. We will adhere to government guidance with regard to social distancing from others and 
our risk assessments will address how we aim to reduce risk of the coronavirus transmission. 

If you have any concerns around your child attending educational visits, please let school know. 
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Hydrotherapy and swimming 

Pupils will not be attending leisure centres for the foreseeable future so will not have swimming sessions in 
school.  

We will follow guidance about the use of the hydrotherapy pool in school and keep you informed about when 
we are able to open it for pupils.  

Visits to school 

Whilst under normal circumstances we encourage visitors in school, in September, we WILL NOT be allowing 
any non-essential visitors in school – unfortunately, this also means that we do not want parents to come to 
school, unless absolutely necessary, and by prior agreement with the head teacher (other than to collect/drop 
off if required). 

No clinics or annual review meetings will take place face to face in school; these will continue to be virtual. 

Some therapists may need to see children with equipment in school and this will be agreed by prior 
arrangement and they will follow strict guidelines. 

This is all unfortunate and different to our usual approach, but reducing the people in our buildings is vital to 
protect all of the Newfield Family. 

Transport 

We continue to work closely with the school transport teams to ensure that pupils are safe. Each transport 
team will be able to provide you with information about the measures they have put in place in response to 
the pandemic. We will supervise pupils as they come on and off transport. 

Times of the school day 

The times of the school day are unchanged  

 08.50 – 15.10 from Monday to Friday. 
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School Uniform 

The guidance states that your child’s uniform or the clothes that they wear for school do not need to be 
washed more frequently than usual.  Please continue to send spare clothes into school if your child needs 
them. 

If you need any more information or have any specific questions about your child’s return to school, please do 
not hesitate to contact us.  

We look forward to welcoming you all back in September and will be in touch toward the end of the summer 
to confirm arrangements for the September return, based on how the COVID situation evolves locally and 
nationally. 

Have an enjoyable and restful summer. 

Yours sincerely 

Rik Robinson 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


